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FREE BRITON 
EXTRAORDINARY, &c 


I PAMPHLET having latel: 
DIL been publiſhed by Mr. 1 
lin, entitled, A ſhort View of 
the State of our Affairs, &c. 
the Intention of which having 
profeſſedly exploded" the pre- 
ſeat Treaty of SEVILLE, it Cannot be 
| improper or unſeaſonable to examine the 
A * Nature 
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64) 
Nature and Tendency of this Attempt, ſo 
formidable in its Deſigus, ſo oſtentatious 
in its Manner. It is given us as an Auti- 
dote to Pol ſon, it is offer'd againſt a Pam- 


phlet in Defence of this Treaty; and truly 
the Author, whatever he thinks to be Poiſon, 
has given us a very ſtrong Doſe to expel it. 
I with that the Remedy may not prove 
worſe than the Diſeaſe; 1 wiſh that his vio- 
lent Attempt, like all other venomous Po- 
tions, may loſe its Effect by its being over- 
charged. In the mean Time it falls ro my 


Province to ſet theſe Affairs in a more open 
and impartial Light. 


This MWriten takes his View from the 
Year 1724, when Great- Britain, as the 
King then expreſſed it, had Peace with ALL 
Powers abroad; when We were in particu- 
lar ſo far from any Conteſts and Diſputes 
with the Emperor or Spain, that We were 
made Mediators between them at Cambray 
conjunctly with the Miniſters of France. 


And now comes the Point of Enquity, 


what alter'd this happy Situation, what Mo- 


tives induc'd the moſt wonderful Union of 


Germany and Spain; wherein this incumpa- 


rable Author reverſes Mr. Addiſon's Story 
of the Mountebank. He ſets up for a Zany 

to the Writer of the Craftſman, and avers 

that whatever he has ſaid on this Subject zs 
true. 
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true. I think that this Child of a Remar ter 
has made a moſt wretched Improvement of 
a ſcandalous Quackery. The Merry-An- 
drew ſhould rather haye called upon the 
Charlatan himſelf to aver that his Aſſer- 
tions are true, eſpecially conſidering the Zany 
has never the Doctor's Authority or Gra- 
vity. I hope he will make a little better Ap- 
- plication of his Stories next Time. 


His Allegations make up in this Pamphlet 
what in on we call the Petitio Prin- 
cipii. He begs the main Queſtion, upon 
which he has founded all his Arguments, 
tay, he arrogates the Judgment to the Par- 
ties, and makes the Di ſputant himſelf Arbi- 
ter of the Debate. But theſe, in his own 
becoming Language, * are Poſtulata, which 
we are obliged, and every good Patriot wall 
be ready to grant, for the Juſtifcation of 
thoſe Meaſures our Enemies purſued during 
ſeveral Tears paſt 


The fundamenral Premiſes are theſe : The 
Craftſman laſt Winter laid down certain 
Cauſes as the Motives of thoſe Treaties. 
The Remarker comes now, and ſays, my 
Father ſaid true. Hence the Nation muſt 
ſwallow by Wholeſale all the haſty Aſſer- 


tions and unſupported Propoſitions which 


* See Remarks, p. 6. par. 2. 
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fell from that Author laſt: Seaſon. I take 


it, ſays this dut:ful Infant, my Father has 
demonſtratively proved What? —— Why. 
you ſhall preſently lee : | 


Thar ſending back the [nfanta was the im- 
mediate Cauſe with relation to Fraxce which 
threw Hpain upon the Emperor; that our 
Refuſal to accept the /o/e Mediation between 
Spain and the Emperor, even after their Ac- 
commodation, was the immediate Cauſe with 
relation to Great Britain. As to the Af. 
fair of Gibraltar, which was formerly moſt 
flatly denied as a Motive of Jpazn in the 
Treaty of Vienna, yet now it is allowed, 
though ſomething diſtanc'd in his View; it 
Might be a Cauſe, and perhaps it Had ſome 
remote Influence on the Spaniards. But the 
Writer, tho' doubtful in the Spaniſh Inten- 


tion to recover that Fortreſs, ig certain of 


a Britiſh Engagement to reſtore it; which 
in itſelf would be an Evidence of the Spa- 
niſh Intention, for unleſs they had expected 
it of us, we could never have promiſed to 
ſurrender it. Thus among his ianumerable 
glaring Contradictions this Writer has ex- 
preſly contradicted the Tenor of a vaſt ma- 
ny Papers in the Craft ſinan, and what is 
more notorious, coutradicted himſeli in the 
Terms of his own. Aſſeveration. 5 


However, 


1 


(7) 


However, he is ſo very condeſcending to 
allow that the Emperor might have his Pr 1- 
vark REASONS for accepting the Offer 
from Spain, with all its advantagious Terms ; 
a Conceſſion not to be overlooked, becauſe, 
immediately after it has ſerved his Turn, he 
endeavours to overthrow it, and again con- 
tradicts himſelf by an egregious Recanta- 
tion. 


He inſiſts that the Foundation of the Ha- 
nover Treaty was merely the pretended ſe- 
ever offenſive Treaty of Vienna, alledg'd to 
contain, Firſt, - Extraordinary Engagements 
to ſapport and extend the Commerce of O. 
end. Secondly, an Engagement to recover 
Gibraltar. ' Thirdly, A Stipulation in Ter- 
rorem, to aſſiſt the Pretender. And, Fourth- 
ly, The Marriage of Don Carlos with the 
eldeſt Arch-ducheſs of Auſtr:a. e 


The Emperor's PRIVAT E REASONs are 
thus ſpecified in the Offend Company, and 
the intended Marriage of his Daughter. 


Now attend to the remarkable Contradz: 


— and Iuconſiſtencies of this Remar- 
er. 


In pag. 4. par. 3. he admits the Emperor 
might have ſome PRIvATrR RRASONSG; which 
| is 
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pretence of Exception to the public Treaties 


merce ; on the contrary, he holds, we might 


private Merchant by A 
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is ſpoken in reference to the laſt Winter's 


Controverſy, and can only intend the pri. 


vate Reaſons «alledged by the Writers for 


the Government; for what other private 


Reaſons could he poſſibly mean? No in 
ar, 2. he denies, that the Engage- 
ments for that Compeny, or for the Arch- 


ducheſs were eyer yet brought to Light, or 


that there was the leaſt Proof of them; Aſſer- 
tions, which, as they are moſt naturally. and 
obviouſly now underſtood, do abſolutely c/a/þ 
with and confound each other, 


He very confidently aſſerts, we had no 


of Vienna, either thoſe of Peace or Com- 


have | /afely acceded to both“; yer he cer- 
tainly knows, that when a common Share in 
the Ofend Company was genes even to a 

of Parliament, 
conſequently the Britiſh Acceſſion to a Trea- 
ty of Commerce, n that pernicious 
Company, would undeniably have incurr'd 
an Impeachment againſt every Miniſter advjs 
ſing ſo unlauful a Procedure: Such is the 
Candour of his ſhallow Remarks, his empty 
Obſervations. ein 


He modeſtly ſneers at Poſtulata ror the 
| * Pag. 6. lin. =>. —_ 
port 
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port of his own Propoſitions, and adyances 
many others AGAINST thoſe Miniſters, tho 
never admitted at all. Any Premiles for the 
Government are not to be prov'd; all againſt 
that Government are not to be di uted. 
He ſcofts at the Writer of the Equity for 
adyancing the ſecret Stipulations at Vienna, 
to recover Gibraltar from Britain; yet in 
the ſame Breath, without the leaſt Appear- 
ance of Proof, moſt arbitrarily and uurea- 
ſonably inſiſts on a TREAT V, a ſecret Con- 
vention at Madrid, wherein Britain is pre- 
rended to have engaged the Reſtitution of 
Gibraltar. The Author of the Enquiry, 
he ſays, is as poſitid e about the Vienna pri- 
vate Treaty, as if he had been preſent at the 
Signing The Author of the Remarks, even 
whilſt he is thus wrangling, appears as 7ena- 
cious of the pretended Madrid Treaty, as if 
he had been preſent at the Sealing. So con- 
ſiſtent we find him with himſelf upon every 
Occaſion, 


He lays very great Streſs on the Emperor's 
Imperial Word in denying his ſecret En- 
gagements. Do Princes then neyer dilown 
what they really .intended ? Did the World 
ever doubt the Dafions of the /ate Court of 
X Sweden, when Gyllenborg's Letters were 
ſeiz'd, although the Confpiracy was flatly 
deny'd by his Principals? In ſhort, the 
Thing muſt reſt on other Evidence than a 
B partial 
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partial Averment, a mere political Parole. 


(3) 


His awkward Buffoonery on Popiſh Princes 
adhering to Proteſtant Councils, is unwor- 


thy of Animadverſion, were it not to obſerve, 


that what the Italiaus have phras'd the Rag- 
gione di ſtato, is always what Princes cork. 
der in their Leagues, and not the Religion of 
Countries. 


He denies that the Emperor aſſiſted the 
Siege of Gibraltar. Indeed I don't readily 
perceive how he could; nor was it in his In- 
perial Majeſtys Power to tranſport his Ar- 
mies into Spain; for he could not carry 
Troops through the Air. However he could 
have given us Diverſion, had he invaded 
the King of Great-Britain's Dominions in 
Germany; and it was never imagin'd his En- 
gagcments had any other Import, it being 
the utmoſt that Princes can engage with their 
Allies, to make War in their Behalf where 
they have beſt Opportunity. That this was 
very much apprehended, the Applications to 
Parliament evince; That it was prevented, the 
Zeal of a Britiſh Houſe of Commons, may 
account for: Nor ſhould we omit that the 
Emperor's Good-will to us, during the Siege 
of Gibraltar, was inſtanc'd by iy NO Pie. 
hibition of the Britiſßh Manufactures, thro? 
all the Hereditary Countries, proclaim'd by 
Sound of Trumpet. 


He 


(12) 


He juſtifies the well-known clandeſ{ine 
Concluſion of the Treaties at Vienna. Ir 
ſeems that we ſet the Example, by conclu- 
ding private Treaties at Madrid, during the 
Mediation. But though we allow him a 
moſt forward and vigilant Advocate; though 
we doubt not his Zeal to the Cauſe of his 
illuſtrious Client; yet, till it appears that the 
Emperor ever reſented or proteſted againſt 
ſuch a Convention, I think there is no poſ- 
ſible Foundation for ſuch random Aſſertions; 
which if tolerably well grounded, would un- 
doubtedly have been aſlign'd as an acceſſary 
Cauſe to the Treaty of Vienna, a Point 
which has hitherto not been advanced, nor 
can ever be juſtly allow'd. 


At length he finds his Poſt untenable, his 
Charge on the Councils of his Country far 
from plauſible ; he therefore has decently de- 
NG from the Cauſes of thoſe Treaties, 
and leaves them as he found them, anprov d. 
unexplain'd, or illuſtrated. Hear him now 
treat the Conſequences after the very ſame 
Manner. 


And here * ſays he, I think here can be 
40 Room to DISPUTE, Whatever might be the 
Motiyes of the Treaty at Vienna, or its ſe- 


See P. 7. Finz. 
B 2 cret 


_— — — 
/ — — RO” 2 — — 
- 


+ * 7 _ —  - 
ACTI III N 


I . * 


() 
cret Deſigns, that the Concluſion of a Trea- 
ty with Fance was CERTAINLY the Occaſion 
of wideging our Difference. 

For whoſe Service theſe rare Poſinlata are 
thus to be admitted is ealy to gueſs; an 
Aſſertion is offer'd ? and what follows? It if 
certain, it is not tb be diſputed,” Did ever 
Man talk” in this inſolent, this arbitrary 
Strain, who requird/every Proof from a Mi- 
niſtry ? This is not the common Demand; 


it is more than was ever preſum'd; it is ab- 
ſolute Infallibitity; there can be no Room 


for Diſpute on the Point he propounds: And 
why not 2 Js it incapable of Proof? Then why 
ſhould we receive it? But this Conduct is far 
from ſurpriſing the World; they are too well 
acquainted with the Characters concern'd. 


Thus it appears without any Proof, for 
that is denied us; without any Probability, 
for that we can no where perceive, that 
merely our Poſture of Defence, a defenſive 
Alliance, founded on our long-eſtabliſh'd 
Friendſhip with that Power moſt able to de- 
fend us, without any Stipulation to the Da- 
mage of Spain, one ſingle Agreement againſt 
its Advantage; that This widen'dtheBreach, 
heighten'd Animoſities; added Fuel to Fire, 
and ſtimulated Wrath in the Spanrards. 


. . We 
CS: 
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We come now to Facts which were ſubſe- 
quent to the Convention {o. much canvaſs'd. 
The Evils of theſe are made Effects of the 
Hanover Treaty ; no Injuſtice was done us 
by the Treaty of Vienna, no Injury by the 
Oftend Company it ſelf, though declar'd a- 
gainſt by a penal Statute, a very ſolemn Act 
of Parliament: Such is the Equity of our 
own Patriots. They aſſert all this in Reproach 
to their Country, yet they will not prove 
it in Juſtice to that Country. It is certain, 
it is not to be diſputed, and thus they advance, 
infer, and conclude. 


He makes the Blockade of Portobello by 
our Squadrons, the only Inducement with his 
Catholic Majeſty, that made him lay Siege 
to Gibraltar. Does he forget what a Streſs 
Mr. D' An vers has laid on Lord Harrington's 
Memorials at Madrid, in Behalf of the Br#- 
tiſßh Merchants? Does he forget the Reſo- 
lutions of Parliament, that they had many 
Years ſufferd unprecedented Depredations ? 
And yet he thinks Britain was the Aggreſſor 
in the Rupture, the only provekeng Party. 
So ſtrict is his Juſtice to the ſaſfering Tra- 
ding Intereſt. ſo candid in all his Conſtruc- 
tions, that even a Fleet fitted out, profeſſedly 
equipp'd in Behalf of the Commerce of this 
Kingdom, and to enforce a Reſtitution of our 
Loſſes, is cenſured as that very Act of Ho- 

is ſitility 
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ſtility, which juſtifies every Procedure againſt 
us, and drew every Miſchief on our Heads. 
But for this I refer him to the Merchants, 
who will certainly thank him for his gracious 
Diſcovery; and to all the People of England 
who value Gzbraltar; ſince, had all the Trea- 
ſure been return'd to Europe in Time, which 
this Fleet in great part prevented, the Siege 
might have been much more vigorous, and 
thereby the Conſequence fatal to this Nation. 


His wretched. Sophiſtries on Penſuading 
the Galleans, are purloin d from the Craft /- 
man of laſt Winter. Our Admirals, ſays he, 
had ever memorable Orders, even to uſe per- 
ſuaſive Force. He knows it was otherwiſe; 
they had Orders to.try perſuaſive Means 
firſt; to prevent any Loſs of the Treaſure by 
ſinking the Ships, and if this fail'd, then to 
employ even all their Force. But his Ob- 
jections are in general ſo trifling, that if we 
were not fully refoly'd to obviate the minu- 
teſt: Exception, we ſhould: paſs over with 
Contempt ſuch pitiful and trite Inſinuations. 


He arrogantly endeavours to impoſe this 
Opinion, on France and the Britiſh Allies, 
that we were the Aggreſſors againſt Spain. 
He thinks they view'd it in the ſame Light 
with himſelf; he ſays they did not ſtir a 
Step as they had ſtipulated, and as we were 
told they had promis'd to do: Ty * 
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ſery'd an exact Neutrality ar moſt, and as the 


Emperor did not aſſiſt Spain, ſo neither 


did they aſſiſt us, as we were told they were 


ready to do. 


On this I obſerve it was not from an Indif- 


ference to our Quarrels, but from a View to 


reconcile them, and this with our own vo- 
luntary Concurrence. Had France employ- 


ed her Arms, the could not have interpo- 
ſed a Mediation. Spain would little have 
regarded Rouſſillon, provided they had carri- 
ed Gibraltar; and had France begun the 
Land War, the Emperor might have conti- 


nued it, inſomuch that the French muſt have 
turned another Way in their own Defence. 
To avoid this Uni ver ſality of Blood and 


Confuſion, to interpoſe all the amicable 
Means of Addreſs and Negotiation, to put 


the more ſpeedy Concluſion to the Troubles 
of Europe, and to reſtore Harmony among 


all the Powers, our Allies were thus neutral, 


tho* not unprepared; for France and Hol- 
land both kept numerous and expenſive Ar- 
mies on Foot, enliſted for our very Defence, 


and which would have been warmly engaged 


the Moment we had made the Demand, ac- 


cording to their conſtant Declarations. 


He ſays, our Expeditions were looked on 


as Hoſtilities by the Spaniards, and produ- 
ced a Return of Hoſtilities upon us, yet they 


did 
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did not anſwer Ends which further Hoſtili- 


ties promis'd; they opened a Diſpute whe- 
ther we were not the Aggreſſors, they gave 
our Allies an Occaſion to with-hold their 
Aſſiſtance; we had the Misfortune to do e- 
nough to provoke the Spaniards to Hoſtili- 
ties, but not enough to bring them to a 
Compliance with our Terms. 


L anſwer to this, that the End of any fur- 
ther Hoſtilities would have been Uni ver ſal 
Confuſion; that the Diſpute concerning the 
Aeggreſſor was entirely confined to the Pa- 
per Politicians in London, that France or 
the Allies, could never with-· hold an Aſſiſtance 
which was never demanded; nay on the con- 
trary, rather dec/ined by this Nation as un- 
neceſſary in that Conjuncture. Aud though 
the Spaniards went on with Hoſtilities, yet 
that we did bring them to Compliance is 
molt certain, Witueſs the Preliminary Arti- 
cles, of which I would be glad to know the 
Cauſe, if it was not the Succeſs of our Arms, 
and the Vigour of our faithful Allies. 


Well, he owns there were Preliminaries, 
tho' of a moſt myſterious Nature, and with- 
out any efficient Cauſe. In the mean Time, 
ro magnify our grie vous Misfortunes, he 
helps out the pathetick Narration with a 
palpable Falſhood, and againſt all Knowledge 
+»; Certainty of Truth, he ayers that our 
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3 
Ships were made Prizes in the Barrisn 


, 


CHANNEL it lelf. 


He likewiſe is equally honeſt on the Na- 
tional Debt, which he repreſents in a deplo- 
rable Condition, tho' he knows rhe Sinking 
Fund improved ſome Hundred Thouſand * 
Pounds per Annum, during thele four Tears, 
and conſequently ſome Millions of Debt 
were paid off. Indeed it muſt be own'd thoſe 
Debts and that Fund were under a common 
Diſadvantage from the Times; the former 
would have leſſened, and the latter have 
greatly increaſed in uninterrupted Peace: But 
had the War been more general, the Hoſti- 
lities further extended, or longer continued, 
that important Fund would then have been 
uſeleſs, and thoſe burdenſome Debts would 
have been vaſtly more wezghty, in regard we 
haye never been yet at any thing near the 
Expence of a general War. We muſt there- 
fore reflect on the Evils we eſcap'd, as well 
as on the Grievances we ſuffered. _ 


He exaggerates much that the Congreſs, 
appointed in Virtue: of the Prelimimaries, 
was delay'd during four Months extraordi- 
nary. He complains we had no Miniſter at 
Madrid: He ſhould have obferved Spain 
had none at London. And it ſeems he has 
been told, that Miniſter who had got over 


C all 


* 


(18 ) 
all remaining Difficulties, namely Count 
Rottembourg, did not act his Part to our Sa- 
tisfaction. This is very extraordinary; but 
ſo he has been told —— a ſufficient Autho- 
rity truly; irn . 


We are henceforth to wait on this Writer 
from the Congreſs to the Treaty. He makes 
it an Exception to the Conduct of Great 
Britain, that the Courſe of Negotiation was 
attended with various Schemes, Projects, and 
Conventions. Did he ever know a general 
Negotiation that was not? Did the Peace of 
Vtreeht take Place in leſs Time, or ſuc- 
ceed upon leſs Sollicitations? The ſame great 
Abilities which were employ'd to conduct 
that Affair are worthily engaged to overthrow 
this. I hope rugx will be pleaſed to allow the 
{ame Meatures are juſt at this Time as they 
thought-to be equal at that Time, if poſſibly 
Te 2 to meet with a Parity 'of Acci- 
dents. I remember the Treaties of Utrecht 
were ſo long negotiating, that one was con- 
cluded in June and the other in December; 
not to mention the numberleſs Propoſals and 
Projects, Preliminaries and Acts, which pre- 
ceded the final Concluſion; wherein too the 
EMPEROR was totally excluded, and that not 


in ſo fair a Condition as under the preſent 
Circumſtance, viz. our not being ſolemnlx 


reſtrained by our Contracts from concluding 


an 


1 
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an excluſive Treaty, but under the aggra- 
vated Injury, a Breach of Faith and of the 
Grand Alliance. which expreſly declared a- 
gainſt a ſeparate Peace, nay a ſeparate Ne- 
gociation. | I wiſh, for the Honour of my 
Countrey, theſe Things were forgot; bur 
ſince $oME are ſo ready to impoſe themſelves 
upon us, and ſet up their Judgment as a Law 
to the Nation, I think it but juſt ro remem- 
ber their former Tranſactions, and the fatal 
Effect of their Opinions, when 7hoſe were 
indeed an Authority. PAST ONE LENT ION 


Among other projects be ſpeaks to the 


”Z PRroviSIoNAL TREATY, and is pleaſed to al- 


ſert, it was far from giving general Satisfacti- 
onat Home. I would know by what Meafure 
he regulates general Satisfaction. J am appre- 
henſive if that Plan had been pur to the Vote 
of the Multitude, the anrepreſented Multi- 
tude, it might have been approved by a 
Majority of the Britiſh Nation. I had not 
ſaid this on the Merits of that, becauſe we 
have a better before us; but becauſe he dog- 
matically aſſerted, as uſual, his Judgment to 
be an Authority. Yet I, who deſpiſe every 
ſervile Attachment, every ſordid implicit 
Belief, nor take any Poſtulata for granted 
without having proved them; nor even then. 
till I know the Opinion of Mankind, I ſhall. 
cqually diſdain to be led by the Noſe in this 

C 2 Manner 
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Manner by any blind Guides of a Faction, 
as I would by the I»ztendants of a Court: 
The Creatures of Party are as odious to me 
as the Creatures of Power; and when either 
of them propagate Dotirmes againſt com- 
22 denſe, common Feeling wall confute 
hem. GN Hodge EL 


Their Spleen at the above-named Provi ſi- 
onal Treaty is very unnatural; conſidering 
their Uſage of the Treaty of Seville. The 
former was projected without any new Re- 
28 of the Tuſcan Succeſſion, and the 

atter is concluded with all thoſe Regulati- 
ons; yet they oppoſe both, and rail at both, 
not for their Terms, about which they have 
no real unaffected Concern, but becauſe they 
are Projects of Peace; and nothing can give 
them ſuch Terror as the common Franquilli- 
ty of Europe. „ 


He obſerves that this Provi ſinal Treat 
not immediately taking Effect, Things ſeem'd 
tending towards a Rupture. A Flect was e- 
quipped and continued at SPIiTHEAD. This 


too he ſneers at, arraigns, and condemns ; 


whereas it was the Buſineſs of this Nation to 
arm, in View to enforce that important E- 
vent; and if a Peace was haſtened by this 
Equipment, as in Fact we find it was, why 
then we have the Judgment of the Craft /- 

1 . "iy 1 man 


8 n N 
* 1 
f XL 7 SD 
8 N . 
n n - 
'. 1 — 0 - 
3 * V 


(. 21; ) 


man * himſelf, that this. Armament wants 
no farther Juſtification ; notwithſtanding the 
xidiculous and wretched Contradictions of 
this Writer, who builds his whole Argu- 
ment upon that Authority, yet departs from 
it on eyery Occaſion, as a Turn is to be 
ſerved, or ſome new Chicanery conducted. 


But as theſe little Tricks and Artifices 
raiſe the Contempt of all ingenuous Minds, 
who love the upright and uniform Character, 
who ſhew their Integrity by open Impartia- 
lity and invariable Truths, nor would ſub- 
mit to little Shufflings and Prevarications, 
to ſupport any Intereſt upon Earth; ſo equal 
Indigoation will riſe againſt this Writer for 
his 4//honeft Suggeſtions concerning the Squa- 
drons of Spithead; and when we have pla- 

ced his Miſinterpretations in the Lights of 
Truth and Candor, it is not unnatural to 


expect he will as much be abhorred as de- 
Tpifed. 


His firſt Inſinuation + is, that this Equip- 
ment, ſo far as the Dich might be concern- 
ed. was promiſed to be paid for at our Ex- 
pence; which is a palpable Falſhood, it be- 
ing in Conſequence of Treaties, and purſuant 


* See the Cra/tſman Nov. 1. 1729 


| 729. Short 
View, p. 13. 


ro 


/ =.» 
to their ſolemn Stipulations. But however, 
admitting the leaſt Poſſibility of this, yer 


ſtill it muſt be in it ſelf of ſo private a Na- 
ture, it is a moral 9 it ſhould be 


known. And dare a Writer affront the Hone- 


ſty of Men ſo much, as to ſuggeſt this foul, 


this unſnpported Allegation in View, to the 
Reproach, the Diſhonour, and Damage of the 


Government? As little Foundation can he 
have to aſſert that the Councils of France 


reſtrained our Hoſtilities; for if the French 
had thro” their Influence on Britain, and 
their Intereſt in uncertain Peace, ever gone 
ſo far as to controul our 1 15 our Arma- 
ments neceſſary to do our ſelves Juſtice ; they 
would till have continued to check us, and 
have longer poſtponed an Accommodation: 
For theſe Reaſons it cannot be Truth. He 
goes further, and aſſerts with great Aſu- 
rance, as himſelf has phras'd it, that this E- 
quipment was intended to prevent his Da- 
niſh Majeſty's Deſigns with Regard to the 
Altena Company : Whereas the whole World 
can bear Witneſs that Prince had not a in- 
gle Ship in Readineſs at Altena; that he 
could ill afford at any Time to ſupport that 
Project, at either Hazard or Expence; and 
that the diſtreſſed Condition of his People 
at Home, made him think much leſs of their 
Commerce Abroad; for whilſt his very Capi- 
tal lay in Aſhes, what was he able to do for 

an 


(23) 
an India Company at Altena. Thus is the 
Sophiſtry of a Writer exploded, who erects 
Batteries in the Air to demoliſh an Admini- 
ſtration. 


He ſtyles theMisfortunes of our Nation du- 
Jos interrupted Peace peculiar Misfortunes *, 
and ſeems to lament that our Neighbours 
had not their Share in them. I cannot ſee. 
how this could be otherwiſe from the Pro- 
vidence of human Wiſdom. Icannot ſee what 
we ſhould have gain'd by the Sufferings of 
our Neighbours and Allies. Will good Com- 
pany in any Misfortunes make them real- 
y leſs, or feel the lighter? The Truth 
was, they had no Gibraltar for a Bone of 
Contention , which, as it was the View 
of every Hoſtility againſt us, did principally 
create the Miſunderſtanding with us. The 
Mipiſtry might have been impeached had 
they given it up, and they are ſtill condem- 
ned for preſerying it. In ſhort, it is not 
Things, but Men, about which ſuch Writers 
are angry; and for this Miniſtry to ſave the 
Nation, is a greater Crime than for others to 
ruin it. Such is the Logick of this Re- 
marker 


We have purſued him thro” all his Mean- 


* p.-13.. 


- ders 


beef che 
ders, till we come to the, Treaty. itſelf, 
which he fears to be genuine, becauſe it 


unfaithful Copy: I might as well ſuppoſe 


Mr. Francklin would publiſh. a ſurrepti- 
tious CRAPTSMAN. It appears to be au- 


thentick by his Majeſty's Speech: And as 
to any Articles ſuppreſs d, it cannot be ſup- 


oſed the Government would conceal, on 
this Publication, the leaſt, the minuteſt Point, 


1 


14 


is honourable and juſt. He would inſinuate 
Mr. Buckley may print a fal/e Treaty, an 


which was proper for the View of an open- 


ing Parliament. 


Indeed 1 muſt admit with this Writer, 
that there may be ſome ſecret Stipula- 
tions concerning | 
cing the 98 Troops into the Garriſons: 
But theſe cannot poſſibly be inconſiſtent 


with the Tenor of the Treaty itſelf. They _ 
cannot relate to our Rights of Dominion, 
to the Reſtitution of our Loſſes, or in- 
deed to any thing whatever, but the Tuſcan 


- 


Succeſſion. That theſe Stipulations muſt 


the Manner of introdu- 


be ſecrer, the very Nature of any ſuch De- 


ſiga will evince; for ſhould the oppoſing. . 


arty be inform'd of the particular Manner 


whereby it is deſigned to be EFFECTED, we; 


ſhould farniſh him with Means to prevent its 
Execution. As to the abovementioned Par- 
riculars, the Rights, the Commerce, and 

8 Merchants 
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Merchants of Great Britain, if any thing 
on this Head ſhould be concealed, the Mi- 
niſters would loſe all Advantage from 
the Sanction of Parliament, who cannot 
approve what they do nor conſider, and 
whoſe Approbation ro any thing they 
debare, will be wholly avoided by any 
thing private, which interferes with that 
which has been publiſhed: Therefore no 
Miniftry will practiſe an Artifice ſo much 
to their own Diſadvantage. | 


Having obviated this, I perceive a vaſt 
deal of Iuvective thrown out againſt Wire- 
drawing Treaties; and yet, to my infi- 
nite Diverſion, find full f,-π-enty Pages of 
the Pamphler employ'd in this ridiculous 
Work. Does the candid Author mean that 
he is to underſtand all our Treaties not 
only for himſelf, but for the Govenrment 
and the whole Nation? Or muſt no Man 
be ſuffered to explain them, but ſuch as 
He is. pleaſed ro appoint ? I own with 
Him, this Method of Wire-drawing Trea- 
ties, which he condemns and yet practi- 
ſes, in Oppoſition to their natural Con- 
ſtruction, and their true Deſigns, hath 
too much been practisd of late for CERR- 
TAIN PURPOSES; and I confeſs that it hath 
always given me a ſtrong Suſpicion of ve- 
ry bad Deſigns, when there is any Occa- 
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ion for Explications and Refinements of 
this Nature. He admits the Commenta- 
tors for Government would do their Coun- 
try ſignal Service, could they per/uade 
foreign Princes to underſtand Treaties as 


they do. I beg leave to remind Him, 


that as every good Engliſhman ought to 
apprehend them, and every good Miniſter 
ought to enforce them, in that Senſe which 
appears to them moſt natural and benefi- 
cial; ſo, by a ſtrong Implication, He him- 


ſelf acknowledges, that it is an injurious 


Attempt to per ſuade Foreign Princes to 
2 A Treaties to our Diſadvantage, 
ſince he owns it makes us look'd upon as 
very au rd Trickſters abroad: And, as we 
ſhall ſpeedily detect Him in Attempts of this 
Nature, 1 leave it to him to husband this 
Merit as well as he can. lu the mean 
Time All Perſons who think it their Duty, 
and whoſe Conſcience enjoyns them to 
approve any Treaty, as they have the 
ſame Right at leaſt, ſo they appear with 
the very ſame Credit at worſt, whenever 
they explain them for their Country, as 
when he explains them againſt his Coun- 
try. And as to his inſolent Expreſſions, his 


| dogmatical Aſſertions with relation to this, 


I take leave to retort them, and decypher 
his Meaning in his own Phraſe. f Pray, 


Ip. 16. 


Gentlemen, 


„ 

Gentlemen, read over theſe Remarks, 
and confeſs what an infamous Peace 1 
have repreſented it; it is ſufficient, Gen- 
tlemen, that I ſay it, and if you offer to 
be of another Opinion it is a plain Sign 
that you are no better than Villains, and 
Fools in your Hearts. | 


He pretends * that this Treaty was juſti- 
fied before any Objections were rais'd a- 
oainſt ir. He denies that any Thing was 


printed againſt it before it was publiſh'd, 


however ſome Gentlemen might be ap- 
priz'd of ſome Articles. In this Manner 
does he wilfully advance a moſt fhock- 
ing FALSHOOD againſt known Fact and 
ſelf-eyident Truth. 


In the CaAFTSMAN it ſelf, No 180. De- 
cember 13. 1729. there are theſe expreſs 
Inſinuations againſt ir, that hie /o long 
look'd for Peace leaves our Foreign Ac- 
quiſitions in as uncertain and precari- 
ous a Condition as ever; that our Mer- 
chants, who have been plunder'd in Ame- 
rica for ſeveral Tears paſt, ſhall have 
only Reparation for the Damages which 
have been done during a few preceding 
Months; that even their Demands may be 


. 


D 2 fruſtrated 


66 
fruſtrated by a Pretence of Illicite Trade; 
that we are to have no Amends made 
us for the Depredations on our Ship- 
ping in Europe, but from the Time that 
thoſe Depredations ceas'd, and all prece- 
ding ones are dropt by the fallacious : 
Way of expreſſing the Article relating 
to it; that the Loſſes of the SpaNxIARDS 
are to be reckou'd from the Tear 1718. 
and ours only from 1727. tho" they are 
known to commence from the Tear 1713. 
Sc. which laſt was a known rte Miſ- 
repreſentation of the fifth and ſixth Arti- 
cles, fixing on a Fact therein mention'd, 


and diſboneſily perverting the whole Te- 
nor of both. | 


1 Theſe are the Words of the Craft ſinan, 
1 varied only in the Particle Thar, for Ir 
1 made uſe of in every inſinuative Method 
of Induction. And now will the Author 
of the Remarks ſtand unabaſh'd in the 
View of Heaven or Earth, after having ſo 
ſturdily and wickedly denied, that Objec- 
15 tions and Clamours were rais'd againſt the 
| Treaty before it was publiſh'd? Which ic 
'# plainly was not, till the ſeventh of ZFanuary 
laſt, full #ve and Twenty Days after it had 
thus been libell d and traducd, A Face ſo 
14 fortified out- goes the moſt Cormrhian 
| =* Compoſition; aud yet a Face ſo a + 
1 4 as 


(29) 


has already been ſeen, that after having 
berray'd its Country, inhoſpitably abus'd 
its Mhle, and injur'd forgiving Mercy, ſet 
up for the Patriot, the upright and moral 
2 Politician. We therefore can never be ſur- 
3 priz'd at any future Proceedings, conſiſt- 
A ent with a Character like this. 


Conſcious of ſcandalous and almoſt in- 
ſupportable Licentiouſneſs, he put in a 
Hint that the LISER TY of the Preſs is in 
Danger, from a Government who have 
look'd on it as ſacred, whilſt themſelves 
were ſo grievouſly infulred and injur'd 
from that Quarter. I do not know a 
greater Virtue in Human Nature; and' 
I hope they will always be ſo juſt, though 
ſuch Libellers as he may continually pro- 
voke them to be otherwiſe. He ſays he be- 
lieves that 0 other Men* will ever attempt 
to reſtrain it. I can ſhew him one that he 
is no ſuch Stranger to. Did not the Craft /- 
man himſelf very lately demand a Proſe- 
cution againſt thoſe who were pleas'd ro 
reflect on the Lord's Anointed of Furni- 
val Inn, the Under. Sherifff of Middle- 
ſex, for returning a Jury at his Tryal, whom 
they thought to be partial and corrupt, 


. #8 


as 


— — — 


— 1 myXÄà 


_ * ä 7 «4 — 
4 4 — - $a - — = 
— — 5 — - 
— — —— — . —ä 


(30) 


as our Libellers have done by the Miners 
and Parliament it ſelf ! 


The Remarker has the Pride and Vani- 
ty, after all the Scurrilities and perſonal 
Reflections he himſelf has broach'd, to be 
angry at a certainObſervation on him and hir 
Cabal, That they are like thoſe Wretches 
that live upon dangerous Coaſts, whoſe 
profit ariſes from Wrecks, who ſub ſiſt by 
the Misfortunes of their fellowCreatures, 
and whoſe Affliction ig by Conſequence the 
happy Attendant of Calm and Serenity. 
He thinks this Delcription ſuits better a 
great over-grown wicked Miniſter: Ithink 
not: 1 conceive it is beſt ſuited to the 
hungry and rapacious Crocodile Patriot. 
who, with Tears in his Eyes and Jzehs 
from his Heart, carries G#uzl/e in his Mo- 
tions and Muraer in his Aim; whilſt, with 
ſpecious and inſidions Proſeſſions of Love 
to Mankind, he plots their Deſtruction and 
perpetrates their Ruin. Such a Creature 
as this, may delight in the Storms, and live 
upon the //yeck of his Country, whilſt its 
Calm and Serenity will prove his Affliction 


and Bane. 


The Writer of this Pamphlet makes 
it an Argument, that ſome Gentlemen 
cannot be fond of a War, becauſe of 

| the 
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the very high Taxes their private Eſtates 
muſt contribute; but the World, tho' 
ſufficiently acquainted with their extreme 
Parſimony, and their ſtrong Indiſpoſiti- 
on to aſſiſt the Publick, will however moſt 
readily allow, that, to gratify Revenge a- 
gainſt a Miniſtry, whole Intereſt in this 
Peace is the fame with their Country's, 
ſuch Men will be * of a War, and ſub. 
mir to Taxation, like the Euvious Man 
in the Fable, who was content to loſe 
00g BEE that his Neighbour might Joſe 
oth. | 


Thro' the whole Tenor of his Pam- 
phler the Writer condemns every Refuſal 
to act in Violation of Treaties: He with 
a Sneer calls the Britzhh Faith and Ho- 
nour mere Complaiſance to our good Al- 
lies. But had we done what we declin'd 
in any of theſe Caſes, his Store of Scur- 
rility agd Reproach, inexhauſtible as it 
is, would hardly have ſufficd to have fer 
forth his High ſounding Billingigate Im- 
peachments. | 


He is angry with the Gentlemen now 
in the Direction of the SoUTH SEA Com- 
pany, becauſe they had ſeen and ap- 
proy'd thoſe Parts of the Treaty rela- 
ting to Trade and their Intereſts: He is. 
| incenſcd 
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ſhew their Reſentment upon the approach- 
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ue — 


incenſed they ſhould be favour'd previ- 
ouſly to other People with Informations 
which chiefly concern themſelves : He 
hopes that the Company, in whoſe Name 
they expreſs'd. their Approbation, will 


ing Election, and exclude thoſe Directors 
who approved a Treaty ſo much to the 
Advantage of every Proprietor. But 
theſe weighty Points muſt be ſubmitted to 
their Conſideration. | 


The conſcientious Pamphleteer hath 
ſome Scruples and Qualms in Point of 
Morality, as whether it be r:ghreons to 
diſpoſe of Dominions which are not our 
own. I am glad to ſee this Siga of Grace 
working in a harden'd impenitent Sinner : 
I hope he will ſhew us hereafter his Faith 
by his Yorks : Ar preſent I muſt own it is 
very ſurprizing to me, that one, who has 
praQtis'd Breath of Faith and other Points 
of heroick Virtue in the Publick Meaſures 
he advis'd; I ſay, it is ſurpriziug He ſhould 
quarrel with our Politicks on Account of 
Morality : But he gives it up himſelf, and 
I have done with it. 


When he comes to be told, that the 
Tuſcan Succeſſion is ſolemnly contracted 
and guaranteed to Spain by the Quadru- 


ple 
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ple Alliance, he aſks, What then; if that 

e bad in itſelf, will one falſe Step juſtify 
another ? But how is it proved to be bad ? 
Muſt we take That for granted, as well as 
his other Poſtulata? Can any Thing elle 

reſerve the Quiet, the Neutrality of 

taly, with the general Repoſe of the 
Chriſtian World, which, ſhould this Suc- 
ceſſion remain unprovided for, would be 
inyolv'd in Confuſion whenever the reign- 
ing Poſſeſſors of Parma or Tuſcany die. 
He adds, why could we not depart from 
one Part as well as another? I anſwer, 
becauſe, both the Treaties of London and 
Seville being made with Spain, we could 
not poſſibly by the latter vacate any 
Thing in the former, without the Conſent 
of that Nation, and this we have undoubt- 
edly obtain d. I hope he will not think 
this a very hard Poſtulatum, eſpecially 
after having impoſed ſo many much hard- 
er upon us. 


As to the Emperor, I am of Opinion 
he was not a Principal, but rather a cou- 
curring Party in the Quadruple Alliance. 
He cannot alledge that he did not conſent 
to this Succeſſion, becauſe many Acts 
and Treaties have been executed by him 
to that End: Nor can any Variation, ſuch 
as this in the Garriſons which he deſign'd 
| E ſhould 
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ſhould effect it, a Variation only in the 
Country from whence the Soldiers and 
the Pay muſt come, defeat his Imperial 
Majeſty's Intentions that the Spaniſh Suc- 
ceſſion ſhould take Place in thoſe Domi- 
nions : 1 hope therefore he will not op- 

ole it. I am ſure I cannot approve the 
feaſt Diſreſpect to ſo great a Prince, even 
tho' he ſhould be our Enemy, any more 
than I can juſtify the Craft/man's Abuſe of 


that auguſt Monarch when he was like to 


be our Friend. Whatever ſome Proſti- 
tute Pens may have offer'd, tho' I am ſure 
it was never approved or cncourag'd by 
the Adminiſtration; yet I cannot ſee any 
Irreverence or Contempt of the Emperor 
in the Pamphlct, entitled, Obſervations 
ou the Treaty of Seville, notwithſtanding 
the Remarker's malicious Inſinuations. 
On the contrary, that Gentleman, from a 
Senſe of the Publick Intereſt, and of the 
Imperial Greatneſs, wiſh'd with the grea- 


reſt Expreſſions of Sincerity the Emperor's 


Acceſſion to the Treaty. 


I think this Writer very ill adviſed to 
reflect on the Friends of the Adminiſtrati- 
on, for reviling 2 Princes, when 
their Views are inconſiſtent with our Na- 
tional Intereſts; I think this imprudent 
for him to condemn, the rather, LS 
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he is ſo very polite, obliging, and candid 
= to their ie Br Agel, ſince Span 
has become our fincere and faithful Ally ; 
that in Page 26. Par, I. by a ſtrong Im- 
plication he inſinuates, they have Violence 
in their View to the Perſons, or at leaſt to 
the Rights of the Duke of Parma, and of 
the Great' Duke of Tuſcany; i. e. they 
would either deſtroy or dethrone thoſe Prin- 
ces: A Hint of ſo extraordinary a Nature, 
tolerably well agrees with the Craft /mar's 
XZ Compliments to the Syaniſh Court, whilſt 
they were looked on as our Enemies, that 
they were a w2/e, a great, and brave Na- 
tion, for which he brought PA fender as 
an Authority. I ſuppoſe, if the Emperor 
accedes to the Treaty of Seville, that 
Monarch muſt alſo ſubmit to be abuſed 
in his Turn by this ſecond Aretiue, this 
Libeller of Sovereign Princes. At pre- 
ſent 1 cannot help obſerving, that as he 
could never accuſe the Writers of the op- 
poſite Side, with any Abuſe of the Friends 
and Allies of their Country; ſo he has 
been abundantly liberal where they have 


been ſparing, and paid all his Vows to the 
Pagods of a contrary Intereſt. 


He obſerves by the Terms of the Qua- 
druple Alliance, that his Catholick Ma- 
Jeſly was not to take upon him the Guar- 
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dianſhip of that Prince who ſhould ſtand 
in Succeſſion to Tuſcany. I cannot ſee why 
thoſe who are the moſt intereſted in this 
Treaty, ſhould not be allowed a Share in 
its Execution. His Catholic Majeſty is 


but a common Guarantee conjunctly with 
the Kings of Great Britain, and France, 
with the Dutch, all which Powers can cer- 


tainly over - rule him on every juſt Occaſion. 


And as to the introducing Troops into 


Garrilons during the Lives of the reigu- 


ing Princes, it is, that the Succeſſion ſhould 
not lay too open or expo d upon their De- 


miſe. The Imperial Forces are quarter'd 
all round in their Neighbourhood, and if 
the Emperor ſhould ever be averſe to this 


Succeſſion, (which God forbid) who 
knows but he may ſieze on thoſe Domi- 
nions before the Guarantees, who live at 


a much grcater Diſtance, can come to the 
Relief of Don Carlos? 


His Imperial Majefly hath had Abun- 
dance of Proofs that the Britiſh Nation 
are his Friends. I dare ſay he complains 
of no uncivil Behaviour from us, and 
would not be much pleas'd with thoſe /an- 
Lojue Volunteers in his Cauſe, who up- 

raid us with having done 700 little for 
him. We were not charg'd with Want of 
Complaiſance, when we expended our 
Millions, 
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Millions, and ſacrificed Armies in Support 
of that Monarch's Succeſſion to the King- 
dom of Hain. We were not reproach'd 
as ill mauner d, when we conquer'd him 
an Iſland, even Szcly irlelt, ro cover his 
Kingdom of Naples. I hope neither he 
nor his Friends will think it zucivil or 
very unpolite, that we ſhould allo make 
good our Engagements of wo little Du- 
chies to Don Carlos. I dare ſay the 
Court of Vienna will allow us to ſerve 
other Princes in Turn as well as them— 
ſelves, nor take it lo extremely unkind. 


In this we do no more than what our 
brave King William, our glorious Deli- 
verer, often undertook ; what the valiant 
invincible and immortal Duke of Marl- 
borough conſtantly fought for, and what 
I muſt hope the illuſtrious Houſe of Ha- 
nover Will always purſue; who as they re- 
ceiv'd the Sceptre from the Hands of that 


Monarch will ſway it by his ſhining Ex- 
ample. 


The Tranquillity of Nations, their 
Rights of * the Diviſion of 
Countries, and equal Diſtribution of Pow- 
er; This was the View of King William 
in all his Proceedings: This is the pre- 
icat Deſign in the Treaty of Seville. 


He 


(38) 


He expreſſes his own Apprehenſions 
that his Imperial Majeſty will think it de- 
rogatory to his Honour, that a Fref of 
the Empire ſhould be diſpos'd of without 
his Conſent, tho, it ſeems, by his Act of 
In veſtiture. | 


He grounds his Apprehenfions on the 
Manner of the Diſpoſition, which cannot 
be reſented by a Prince whoſe Faith is 
ſincere in his ſolemn Stipulations, ſince it 
does not defeat, but ſtrengthen his In- 
tentions. 


He adds, it is an Expedient to diſſolve 
an Alliance, advantageous to his Imperi- 
al Majeſ'y. It may be the better for 
that, if ſuch an Alliance was bad for us: 1 
hope he does not think this the worſe for 
his Country: And if the Emperor will not 
recognize our juſt Intereſts, we cannot 
help ir; bur till ic will be onr National 
Duty to maintain them. 


He ſubjoins, that his Imperial Maje- 
/ty's ſuffering himſelf to be diſunited from 
{o beneficial an Alliance, rather than come 
into this Treaty, is an Argument that he 
thought it contrary to his Intereſt, 


Now 
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Now in my humble Opinion the Empe- 
vor has not diſunited himſelf from the Fi- 
enna Alliance, by any Thing that I can 
perceive; for that Treaty ſtill ſubſiſts in 
every Thing not contrary to former Trea- 
ties, and his Imperial Majeſty would ne- 
ver allow that any Thing therein was con- 
trary to them. | 


And though that Prince might require 
ſome Time to conſider the Treaty, longer 
than perhaps it. could be juſtly delayed; 
yet I ſee no Reaſon or Shew of Argument, 
that his Imperial Majeſiy is determined 
not to accede ; and Iam aſſured he will, in 
Confidence of the old German Faith, and 
that the Emperor will execute his own En- 


gagements in the moſt effectual Man- 
ner. 


To ſhew the Nature of the Emperor's 
Engagements in this Caſe, I muſt here ob- 
ſerve, that he conſented to the Succeſſion 
of Don Carlos by the Treaty of London, 
and by the Treaty of Vienna. That by 
the former he engaged to procure Don 
Carlos the Imperial Act of Inveſtiture, 
which was accordingly delivered to Hain 
by Conſent of the Germanick Body, all 
the Princes and States of the Empire. So 
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( 40 ) 
that the Emperor can never conceive it 
derogatory to his Honour, to permit a 
Succeſſion which he has confirmed by ſo 
many Treaties: On the contrary, he muſt 


demur to all thoſe Treaties, ſhould he op- 
pole it. 


He ſeems to hope that the reigning Prin- 


ces of Tuſtany and Parma, will invite the 


Emperor's Force to exclude Don Carlos 
and the Jpaniſh Garriſons; becauſe they 
can never be pleaſed to admit a Foreign 
Power into their States whilſt they live. 
Burt I cannot ſee why thoſe Princes ſhould 
not be content with a Foreign Power in 
their States, to preſerve the Neutrality of 
Ttaly; as well as the Emperor himſelf in 


the Netherlands, to prelerve the Security 
of Flanders. 


The Remarker would give Two Rea- 
ſons on this Head. 


Firſt, The preſent Dukes might think 
their Perſons ſafer in relation to Neutral 
Garriſous, who could not offer Violence 
upon them without the Concurrence of 
Three Neutral Kings, who can have no 
Reaſon to be ſo impatient for the ſpeedy 
Acceſſion of Don Carlos as their Catho- 
lick Majeſttes ſeem to be. 


Anſw, 
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An fav. 1 beg Leave to reply, that it 
can never be the Intereſt of their Catholick 
Majeſties to offer any Violence of this 
Sort, or to haſten the Succeſſion of their 
Son by any unjuſtifiable Means, becaule, 
as it would draw the #n:ted Force of all 
Europe upon them, it would effectually 
defeat their moſt favourite Ends. 


Secondly, He thinks that Neutral Gar- 
riſons would be under leſs Temptation to 
; meddle directly or indirettiy in Affairs of 
the Political, Oeconomical and Civil Go. 
vernment. 


An ſtv. 1 muſt differ in this Point with 
the Remarker from daily Experience; for 
I don't think that Span; Forces in 1tafy 
can be under more Temptations of this 
Kind than Dutch Forces in Flanders : 
And yet nothing like it was ever attempt- 
ed, becauſe it would certainly haye cauſed 
an Expulſion of all ſuch Troops from thoſe 
Countries; a ſufficient Reaſon why it ne« 
ver will be attempted. 


The Remarker leayes the World to 
judge, if the reigning Princes, or the Em- 
peror, ſhould either juſtly or unjuſtly op- 
poſe the Execution of this Treaty, whe- 
ther it hath procured that only good End 
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we could evet propoſe, a general and Jaft- 
ing Peace. 


As I am one of that Many to whom he 
refers, I will freely. explain my Opinjon, 
and as freely ſubmit to better Judgment. 
Though I admit in this Event (an Event 
far from certain or. unavoidable) that the 
Peace will not be abſolutely Univerſal, yet 
I am humbly of Opinion, that our Peace 
with /o many Powers, will at leaſt be ve- 
ry valuable; and that no Interruption of 
the general Peace can be very long, be- 
caule it will be a moſt auequal Oppoſition. 
Does he think the French will ſuffer the 
Emperor to extend his Conqueſts any 
where, or to oppoſe their Engagements? 
Does he think there will not be the very 
ſame Check and Reſtraint on his Pruſſian 
Majeſty's Excurſions, as there was a few 
Months ago, when France and the States WE tv 
General both declared they were Guaran- 
tees, and would preſerve the Peace in the | 
Circles of Lower Germany! Or does he p 
think no Treaty muſt be made, for fear g 


ſome particular Power ſhould unzuſtly op · fe 
poſe it? If this ſhould be the Cale, no 8 
Treaties can e ver be made. F 


However, if we muſt be involved in 
War, as this Writer alone F 
Imuſt 
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might do that by Surprige, which he is 
unequal to by Force of Arms. | 


As to the Argument, that Neutral 
Troops, introduc'd during the Lives of 
thoſe Princes, would be more conſiſtent 
with his Honour, as well as more a- 
greeable to them, the Fallacy of that 
will eaſily appear, becauſe it is as much 
4 Variation from the Treaty of Lon- 
on. 


And ſince we ſave the Expence of two 
Thouſand Men per Annum, it is a real Ad- 
vantage, becauſe we ſhould have been as 
much oppoſed if we had not faved that 
Expence; for the Pretence of Oppoſition 
is our varying from the laſt nam'd Alli- 
ance; and Swi/3, French, or even our 
own Troops would have been as much a 
Contravention as Spaniſh Troops. So 


that this Frugality cannot, in itſelf, be the 
Cauſe of a greater Expence in Ger- 


many. 


Having conſider'd the Treaty of Seville 
with regard to the Emperor, we mult fol- 


low our Remarker, and view it in relation 
To Spain, | 


And 
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| And here it is objected, that the Non- 
execution of the Agreement for Don Car- 
Jos, muſt vacate the whole Treaty, 


A voluntary Non-execution undoubted- 
ly will; but can his Catholic Mazeſty. vis 
olate the Treaty on ſuch an Event as this, 
that the Fortune of War may poſſibly 
(and a mere Poſſibility it is) defeat the ani- 


ted Arms of Europe againſt the Empe- 
ror 2 


__ Befides, it ought to be conſider'd, the 
Reſtitution of our Loſſes ſince Fane 1727. 
is to be immediate and forthwith, as well 
as the Introduction of the Span;ſh Garri- 
ſons is to be wrrnoor Loss or TIME, and 
that the Affair of the Merchants ſtands 
PRIOR in the Treaty to the Tuſcan Affait, 
and, ſo far as it is to be without Loſs of 
Time, muſt have the Preference; nay, if 
it is not perform'd immediately, nothing is 
oblig'd to be done in favour of Don Er. 
'bos. * rene 


I am almoſt quite tir'd with purſuing him 
through every Page; but I dare not neglect 
him in one Piece of Juſtice, I mean an 
eyer-memorable Paragraph in the 295 Page 
Which runs in theſe Words, vis, 
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*« It is likewiſe very obſervable, that 
there is no Proviſion in this Treaty, ay 
there was in the Quadruple Alliance, to 
0 prevent the Conjùnction of theſe Do- 
_ Minions,upon any Contingency, with the 
+ Crown of Spain. 5-64" 


This Blunderbu/ſ5 of a Politician, if he 
had read the Treaty of Seville with an 
Artention, would have found the 9; 
ruple Alliance ratify'd Word for Word, as 
if it had been inſerted on this very Occa- 
ſion, nothing excepted, but the Affair of 
the Garriſons. Such careful Commentators 
as this Hriter, are admirably qualify'd to 
publiſh Remarks upon Treaties 


As to the Argument concerning o/en/ible 
Treaties, it is a very juſt Diſtinction. The 
Manner of executing ſome Deſigns, muſt 
be conceal'd, ar they may be defeated. That 
ſome Stipulations of this Kind are in the 
Treaty before us, I ſhall not deny: But I 
am aſſur'd they are only of this Kind 
entirely concerning the Introduction o 
thoſe Troops; and I have given a very 
good Reaſon why there can be no other. 


He is vaſtly fond of the Notion that 
there is ſome private Treaty ; he dwells 
5 very 


—_—  — 


. 


(47) 


very much upon it: He compares the Mi- 
tniſters to ancient Philoſophers, who had 
their Exotericks and Eſotericks; the former 
for the View of the Vulgar, the latter for 
their private Meditations: But he, good 
Man, who is implicitly antisminiſterial, and 
unphiloſophical in every Thing, would 
ſuppreſs the Exorericks, and dwell mere- 
ly on eſoterical Doctrines, though really 
as they are natural to no Man's Head but 
his, I wiſh he would prudently keep them 
within the Precincts of his own Brain. 


He comes on to the Argument concern- 
ing GIBRALTAR. h 


He would inyalidate our Right to it by 
trumping up a Convent ion never heard of 
but from ſome of his Family; I mean the 
Craftſman and his Correſpondents: Sa 
that, ſays he, this being confirm'd among 


others, the Eng -_— ro ſurrender that 
Fortreſs till fi WS 


1 can only reply, that if Writers will 
ſerena to be jn Secrets, which the whole 
'orld are Strangers to, as there is no diſ- 
ing with them, ſo there is no believ- 
ing in them. I muſt therefore conceive 
Gibraltar is fully fecur'd to this Nation, 
in Virtue of its ancient Treaties with 
Spain, 
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Hain, notwithſtanding his modeſt Tofimw: 


ations to the contrary. 


He ſays we muſt ſolely rely on the ſe- 
cond Article, wherein the King of Spain 
arantees all his Majeſty's Kin oy 
tates, and Dominions; but he honeſtly 
ſuppreſſes the Words, ander his Majeſty's 
Obedience in whatever Part of the World 


ſituate; and by the Help of this wretched 


Sophiſtry, he accepts a Defiance to cavil at 
the Guaranty. This egregious Stateſman will 


have it, that Gibraltar is only a PosstsSION 


and not a Dominion, ander the King of 
Great Britain's Obedience. He finds the 
Word Paſſeſſion in the Hanover Treaty, 
and therefore the Word Dominion in this 
muſt not be a Hnonymous Term. Is Wales 
a Dominion? And is Gibraltar, or the 


Tfland of Minorca, no Dominion? What 


eſcribes a Dominion under Obedience, but 
Sovereign Power exercis'd therein? I am 
aſham'd from my Soul, to anſwer a mere 
Nibbler on Words; a Critick that weighs 
Sounds, and ſcans Sy/lables.” But I have 
done with this miſerable Diſtinction, which 
I am ready to believe was invented merely 
for the Sake of the Defiance, and more to 


ſhew his Parts at a Cavil, than to invali- 


date the Guaranty. . 


: 
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And now he proceeds to three trifling 
Objections againſt the Stipulations for the 
Merchants. 


Firft, As to the Place of Enquiry, 
which he thinks would have been more 
properly fix'd at London, where our Mer- 
chants, for whoſe Relief this Commiſſion 
was principally intended, could with much 
leſs Trouble and Expence have produced 
the authentick Proofs and Vouchers for 
their Loſſes, as alſo reply to any Objec- 
tions that may be made to their De- 
mands. - 


Anſw. To obviate this it is to be con- 
ſidered, the only Diſpute that can poſſi- 
bly ariſe in this Enquiry will lie between 
London and New Spain; ſo that had 
the Commiſſion been executed here it 
would have been fituated in an extreme 
Part of the World. And as upon eve- 
ry Doubt or Difficulty the Commiſſaries 
muſt ſend to the Spaniſh Weſt Indies, 
their Enquiry would not only have been 
| ſuſpended during the Voyage and Re- 
turn, but during the Journeys of Cou- 
riers between the Courts of London and 
Seville, which would not have been ve⸗ 
ry convenient. And as ko the Trouble 

_ 
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or Expence of the Merchants in exhibit- 


ing Proofs or Vouchers, their Factors can 
do it as well as themſelves in the ordi- 


nary Courſe of Commerce; nor can it be 


doubted but that they will properly fur- 


niſh them at once, with all the authen- 
tick Evidence now in their Hands. 


Secondly, He objects, that unlawful 
Commerce, or Contraband Trade, is not 
explain'd or ſpecify d in this Treaty. ' 


Anſw. The Objection can have no 
Weight, becauſe there can be no Ilicite 
Trade, but ſuch as ſtands declared in for- 


mer Treaties; and Right is to be done 


upon that Foot alone. 8 


The Third Objection is againſt the 
Time allowed for the Enquiry. He cites 
a fooliſh Proverb, that o gain Time ts 
10 gain every Og But can he ſhew 
that any Time is loſt to us in this Li- 
mitation ? Can the Commiſſaries do their 
Buſineſs ſooner? © | |; 


But what is moſt f@//e and /tandalons, is 


this, that the Reſtitution, which was once 


expected for the Spaniſh Ships taken in 
1718, may, if now allowed, oyer-balance 
ven | "4 pad 4; | the 
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the Britiſh Merchants Damages by ſeve- 
ral Hundred Thouſand Pounds. 


This truly is News; ate there many 
Ships of War in the World worth a 
Hundred Thouſand Pounds? And there 


were not many TAKEN in All; ſome in- 
deed were deſtroy d, but only thoſe Ta- 


=, 


. 


ken were to be reſtored: Now will He 


pretend that theſe. few Ships of War, 


and mere Ships of War, that were taken, 
can /over-batance the wealthy Cargoes, 
and the valuable Effects taken from the 
Britiſh Merchants during ſixteen Years? 
I think all the Traders of Great Britain 


are under infinite Obligations to their 


Friend for ſo gracious a Hint. 


Nor does it appear, as He arrogantly 
thinks, that the Spaniards do abſolyte- 
expect a Reparation, becauſe they 
inſiſted on this Stipulation to refer the 


Claim to Commiſſaries: No, they only 


put it on the Foot of a common Enquiry, 


Whether they ought to have a Repara- 
tion. 


The Mriter obſefves, the Spaniards 
found their Claim to this Reſtitution on 
the Treaty of 1721, which he aſſerts 
is the very fame Treaty on which they 

| G 2 found 
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found their Claim to Gibraltar: But he 
knows it to be falſe, paipably falſe; for 
the Treaty of 1721 may be ſeen in 
Ross E T's Collection, and not the leaſt 
Word or Hint of Gibraltar is mention- 
ed therein. 


He has now done with his zotable 
Remarks on this Treaty; whether it 
be zuſt or honourable, or advantageous 
to Us, he leaves the World to judge; 
whether he hath proved it otherwiſe, 
Irauſt alſo ſubmit, and likewiſe the Sin- 
cerity of his Acknowledgments with Re- 
gard ro his Majeſty's Goodneſs in his 
Treaties, or his Right in the Pruſſian 
Affair. | | 


He modeſily and honeſily complains of 
Writers againſt him, for putting Gaſes 
and preſſing Arguments of a very high 
and perſonal Nature. If his Friend the 
Craftſman, or that Author's Correſpon- 
dents had been tender or ſparing in theſe 
Things, the World would not wonder 
at this extraordinary Complaint. They 
have ſpat'd no Orders or Degrees of 
Men, no Frivacie of Life or perſonal 
Inſults whatever: And when thele are 
return'd with moſt /awfu/ Reprizals, they 
complain that hey are preſsd in ther 

FE Arguments, 
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Arguments, and put to Pain in their 
Anſwers. But I beg Leave to inform 
them, the only Remedy for this is not 
to ſtrain ſo much in their Arguments, or 
be ſo provoking in their Inſults. 


As to making this Treaty the Cauſe 
of the Kinc, - however that ſacred Name 
was its Ratification; yet to draw in the 
Perſon of Majeſty ro overbear the En- 
quiry, is an Artifice I ſcorn, and do not 
want. Let it ſtand or fall by its own Me- 
rits: Let it be try'd by the Country 
without any Conſideration of Perſons. 
And I allow that Miniſters deſerve to 
be puniſh'd who make a bad Treaty; but 


what do they deſerve who m7/repreſent 
a good one ? 


After having call'd every fon! Name, 
he hopes he has preſerv'd a Decency of 
Language. On my Part I hope I have 
preſery'd it wherever it was due: But as 
to Fraud or Falſhood, I think they are 
entitled to very little Ceremony in the 
Detection; and to ſay the Truth in this 


Caſe, muſt be ro ſhew them black as they 
really are. 


: His Warmth he would aſcribe to the 
Virulence of the Writer he anſwers: I 
3 take 
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take this Occaſion to do the ſame on my 
own Part. But as to the Faults he would 
excuſe by his writing in Haſte, the very 
Plea admits a Crime: Why did he not 
write at Leiſure? Falſe Reaſoning or Facts 
are not to be juſtify'd by Raſhneſs. I hope 
that able and maſteriy Hand, to whoſe 
Superiority he is Trumpeter in Ordinary, 
when He reſumes the Subject, will do it 
greatet Juſtice, and write with more Con- 
ſideration. If he does not, my own little 
Abilities may endeavour to ſupply the 
Deſicien c.. ne 7 23 


What I have offer'd to the View of 
the'World, is wrote from no unworthy 
Views, no other Attachment to Courts 
than what every honeſt Man owes to up- 
right Magiſtrates, to a faithful Admini- 
{tration. I have no: Intereſt in this 
Treaty but what every FREE BRTrON 
ſhares in common, the general Advan- 
tage of my Country. To ſhew that I 
am unbyaſed on this Occaſion, I will 
be ſtrictly impartial in every Thing of 
an oppoſite Nature; and when any Pro- 
flitute to Courts ſhall give as great Of- 
fence to diſiutereſted Men, I will uſe 


them as I have done the Hackneys of a 
Faction. | 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


\INCE the Writing of theſe Sheets, 
upon looking into the Original Trea- 

ty, Art. 2. I find the Words of Gua- 
ranty are, leurs Royaumes, Etats & 
TxrRrEsS de leur Obeiſſauce, en quelques 
Parties du Monde qu'ils ſoient ſitues. 
In the Tranſlation Terres is improperly 
tranſlated Dominion, tho' it ſhould moſt 
undoubtedly have been interpreted Lands 
or Poſſeſſiong. I therefore ſubmit whe- 
ther the Words of Guaranty are not 


very full, unexceptionable, and moſt ef- 
fectual. 
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